
 
From: Paul Brest [PBrest@hewlett.org] 
Sent: Monday, May 28, 2012 7:49 PM 
To: Orasanu, Razvan 
Subject: RE: Kind request for confirming a newspaper story  

Dear Razvan Orasanu  
I never met, heard of, or commented on Mr. Deutsch or Mrs. Radu or Mrs. Dumitrescu.  
Sincerely, 
Paul Brest 
 
 
 
From: Orasanu, Razvan [mailto:Razvan_Orasanu@hks13.harvard.edu]  
Sent: Sunday, May 27, 2012 6:25 PM 
To: Paul Brest 
Subject: Kind request for confirming a newspaper story  
Importance: High 
Dear Professor Brest,  
My name is Razvan Orasanu, a journalist with hotnews.ro, a Master in Public Policy here at the Kennedy 
School and at the same time the winner of a summer award from the Shorenstein Centre for Press, 
Politics and Public Policy.  
I am writing a story on Mrs. Corina Adriana Dumitrescu (nee Radu), that was about to become Education 
Minister in Romania several days ago, before she withdrew her nomination. The media glare focused on a 
Hoover Institute/ Stanford 1996 program "Sharing the American Experience of Democracy", initially 
because Mrs. Dumitrescu (Radu) spelled it wrongly in her CV as "Standford", then because of the public 
intervention of Robert Deutsch, claiming to be a former Stanford/ Instiute faculty and associated with you 
and Joe Stiglitz and the Hoover Institute. 
There were several public claims made about this program in general and you in particular that I am 
trying to check as accurate: first, a claim was made that you were heavily involved as Law Professor with 
this 1996 program, which also had as fellows people like Theodor Stolojan (who denied publicly ever 
having been in this program) and that you were working alongside Joe Stiglitz (who I am also following 
up with) to instruct in this program. Second, Mr. Deutsch claimed that you have told him that "you are 
sorry that Mrs. Corina Adriana Dumitrescu is not Minister of Justice " (the reference is to that year, 1996) 
, that "Mrs Radu was a sensation in this program" and that "you wanted Mrs. Radu to stay on and 
become a member of the International Law Department", which I understand from the background you 
were leading.  
 
The larger picture in this story is that Mr. Deutsch, heavily using your name and Joseph Stiglitz was trying 
to prove Mrs. Corina Dumitrescu's suitability as Education Minister in a widely reported press conference 
in Romania. http://m.hotnews.ro/stire/12182154 - regrettably this is Romanian only, but Google translate 
will help.  
I am trying to establish if the facts and the quotes are accurate and also whether the Romanian Mr. 
Deutsch was indeed a fellow colleague at Stanford/Hoover, or what his exact association was with you 
and the Institute.  
I would appreciate as quick a response as is convenient for you.  
Kind regards,  
Razvan Orasanu  
Master in Public Policy  
 

https://mail.hks.harvard.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=537bab8e98b3420d9ea52563636b6fe3&URL=http%3a%2f%2fm.hotnews.ro%2fstire%2f12182154

